
Each Solid is different, yet all five share core  
properties.  Each face is the same regular polygon. 
And the same number of  polygons meet at each 
corner. We felt they were the perfect icons to reflect 
our 5 core Practice Areas, with each distinct area 
being linked by common values and ways of  doing 
business.  
 
We feel extremely lucky to work with such interesting, 
challenging and inspiring clients, colleagues and 
professional partners and look forward to the  
adventures that are yet to come. 

As former City lawyers, we set up RFR back in 2009 
with the aim of  delivering a higher level of  service 
than could be found elsewhere in the property  
market.  Against a complex and poorly regulated 
backdrop, we saw the need for a property firm 
focused on delivering intelligent, independent 
and creative advice and applying the professional 
standards and levels of  client care expected of  the 
City’s leading law, accountancy and other advisory 
firms.  This remains the cornerstone of  RFR.

In the early days, we focused on property search 
and acquisitions, still at the forefront of  our offering.  
Over the years, however, as our relationships with 
our clients and partners have deepened, we have 
been asked to perform a wider role as their trusted 
property adviser.

Today RFR advises its clients across  
5 core Practice Areas: 

• Property Search
• Interior Design & Project  
  Management
• Property Investment
• Property Advisory
• Managing Property Assets

In view of  this, we felt it was time to revisit our 
branding to make sure that we were doing justice 
to the breadth and depth of  our offering and the 
growing team of  accomplished individuals  
working together to look after our clients.

So we are now “RFR – The Property Private Office”.  
We hope this encapsulates the multi-disciplinary 
nature of  the work we do as well as the professional 
and protective approach we apply to our clients’ 
property affairs.

To mark this change, we have refreshed our  
corporate branding and introduced a visual aid in 
the form of  Plato’s 5 Platonic Solids. 

Richard & Sophie Rogerson
Co-Founders

WE PROUDLY UNVEIL OUR NEW BRANDING 

Introducing ‘The Property Private Off ice’
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For many non-doms living in London their main 
home is a key asset and the question of  how to 
own it is high on the agenda.  Two arrangements 
are usually considered – (1) to hold the property 
personally or (2) to hold it through an offshore 
company.  

For the non-UK domiciled individual this  
question used to be a relatively straightforward 
one.  In exchange for the relatively low annual 
cost of  running an offshore company to hold their 
London home, it could be kept outside the UK 
inheritance tax (IHT) net and the offshore holding 
company would not pay capital gains tax (CGT) on 
the future disposal of  that property.  

But times have changed.  The tax benefits of   
holding a home through an offshore company have 
been eroded by successive new legislation.  The 
ownership structuring decision is currently a much 
harder one but ironically, with the proposals set 
out in the Chancellor’s Summer Budget (post  
election), the decision may again become  
straightforward.  

To recap recent legislative changes:

• 2013 saw the introduction of  the Annual Tax on 
Enveloped Dwellings (ATED), the ATED-related 
CGT charge and the flat 15% rate of  Stamp Duty 
Land Tax (SDLT) paid on acquisition where UK 
residential property interests valued at over £2mn 
were acquired and held by certain entities,  
including companies.  

• Since then we have seen the thresholds reduced 
such that property interests valued in excess of  
£500,000 on the relevant valuation date will come 
within the ATED from April 2016, with that lower 
threshold already in place for the 15% SDLT rate.  
The rates are set annually and for 2015/16 a  
company owning a residential property valued over 
£20mn will pay an annual charge of  £218,200 (with 
some very specific exceptions).  The ATED-relat-
ed CGT charge also applies at a rate of  28% on the 
relevant gain on disposal.  

H O M E  O W N E R S H I P  F O R  N O N - D O M S :  
A L L  C H A N G E 

  
 

The tax benefits of  holding a home 
through an offshore company  
have been eroded by successive  
new legislation.

The tax treatment of non-dom London home owners is an increasingly complex  
playing field. Sophie Watsham, Associate Director, from EY summarises the key points for us

 



• The thought process changed again in April 2014 
with the introduction of  CGT for all non-resident 
persons (including companies) who own UK  
residential property regardless of  the value or use 
of  that property.

The UK’s non-doms were therefore required to 
weigh up IHT risk against the additional SDLT cost 
on acquisition, ATED charges each year and the  
impact of  the ATED-related CGT charge on  
disposal.   The thought process was by now a very 
complex one indeed.  Then came the Summer  
Budget.  This included a number of  changes  
directly targeting the benefits of  the non-dom tax 
regime.  One was the announcement that from 6 
April 2017 holding their UK residential property 
through offshore structures would no longer enable 
non-domiciled individuals to keep that UK  
residential property outside the UK IHT net.

  

      

 

 
Sophia Watsham, Associate Director, 
EY

Advice should always be taken  
before buying a property or  
changing your holding structure.

These latest developments are likely to swing the  
decision in favour of  personal ownership.  With no 
IHT benefit, the ATED, CGT charges and loss of  the 
Principal Private Residence relief  (available to  
individuals who hold their main home in their own 
name), the answer for many non-doms will be to 
hold their UK home in their own name (although 
if  privacy is a concern, the property may be held 
via a nominee company).   It seems there will be no 
escaping an IHT charge on UK residential property 
from 2017 and so non-doms may wish to consider 
life insurance to cover the future tax liability.  

Whilst every individual will have their own  
circumstances to consider, it may well be the case 
that the Summer Budget will drive the final nail 
into the coffin for offshore company holding 
structures.  For now, the UK taxation of  residential 
property ownership remains complex and advice 
should always be taken before buying a property or 
changing your holding structure. 



This September, London Fashion Week is moving to 
the heart of  Soho, to a new location in the West End, 
Brewer Street Car Park.  This is in close proximity 
to the major retail spaces and provides the perfect 
epicentre for a city–wide celebration of  London 
Fashion Week.  There is so much going on in the 
city, the best place to find out the latest  
information and to see the collections is  
londonfashionweek.com and here are Clara’s  
top tips.

CATWALK SHOES AT GOLDEN SQUARE

While the shows and parties might be for VIPs only, 
catwalk shows will be live streamed to a public 
screen in Golden Square as well as on  
londonfashionweek.com. Check out the Sunglass 
Hut and Swatch pop-up stalls then grab some 
Propercorn and a Lavazza coffee, settle into a deck 
chair and enjoy the shows. 

Friday 18 – Tuesday 22 September, Golden Square, 
London W1R 3AD.

HIX

HIX will be providing the fashion pack with 
British-sourced food and signature drinks at the 
official London Fashion Week venue. Drop into the 
original restaurant just along Brewer Street to  
experience the exclusive London Fashion Week 
menu and eat like a fashionista.  

HIX, 66-70 Brewer Street, London W1F 9UP.
 
QUO VADIS

This private members club has long been a favourite 
haunt of  mine and is conveniently positioned 
round the corner from the London Fashion Week 
hub at Brewer Street Car Park. They do banging 
cocktails.
 
Quo Vadis, 26-29 Dean Street, Soho,  
London W1D 3LL.

I N S I D E R ’ S  G U I D E  T O  L O N D O N  
FA S H I O N  W E E K

As London prepares for Fashion Week Clara Mercer, Head of Communications at 
the British Fashion Council, offers top tips for what to see and where to be seen

EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO INDUSTRY  
EXPERTS WITH TALKS PRESENTED BY  
AMERICAN EXPRESS

Each day during London Fashion Week there will be 
a free Q&A session or panel discussion with fashion  
designers and industry insiders. 

Condé Nast College,  
16-17 Greek Street, London W1D 4DR.

MINNIE: STYLE ICON

An exhibition celebrating the character of  Minnie 
Mouse and her influence on fashion and pop 
culture will run from 18 – 22 September at Blacks 
Members Club, featuring never-before-seen  
photographs shot by Georgia May Jagger. 

Blacks Members Club,  
67 Dean Street, Soho, London W1D 4QH.

LONDON FASHION WEEKEND 24-27 SEPTEMBER 

This four day experience will take place at the  
Saatchi Gallery in Chelsea. This retail pop up space 
is bigger and more exciting than ever with  
designers and insider talks.  You can buy tickets 
online.  

www.londonfashionweekend.co.uk

Clara Mercer, Head of  Communications, 
British Fashion Council



SHEPHERD’S BUSH POP-UPS
Suddenly Shepherd’s Bush is awash with hipsters!  Bemused locals 
(including three of  the RFR team) report abnormally high levels of  
fashionable “beardiness” and multiple sightings of  fixed wheel bikes.  
While the jury is still out as to whether this is good or bad, we have 
been enjoying the East London-style wave hitting the W12 postcode 
in the form of  two fantastic culinary pop-ups…  

Little Feast
The more family-friendly of  the two (for a weekend lunch – no under 
18s after 5pm), hot foot it to the railway arches opposite Goldhawk 
Road station before this event closes on 27 September.  Open  
Thursday and Friday evenings and all day at the weekend (closing 
8pm on Sundays), vendors serving street food to a happy crowd  
under the ivy-clad pergola include the Hawaiian Fish Co. , Le Bao 
Truck (fluffy steamed buns with delicious fillings), Nha Trang  
Kitchen (Vietnamese), Cheeky Burger, Guasacaca (Venezuelan) and 
Poptata (hand cut chips). - all washed down with your choice of   
London-brewed beer, rosé or cocktails from the Little Feast Bar.   
www.wefeast.co.uk 

Storeys 
 Much bigger and even more East London in vibe, Storeys have 
taken over the top of  the old BBC multi-storey car park at  
Television Centre on Wood Lane.  This one opens on Friday  
evenings and all day at the weekend (again closing 8pm on  
Sundays); as yet there is no confirmed closing date although 
it won’t stay long into the Autumn…  The views, furniture and 
graffiti are authentically urban and the food is great.  Don’t miss 
the French-American fusion wizards at Le Bun, White Men Can’t 
Jerk for Caribbean street food with a twist, Crabbieshack’s  
soft-shell Folkestone crab burgers or the gourmet ice lollies at 
Melt & Co.  www.storeys.london.   

With Westfield expanding and plans for a new Soho House (with 
rooftop pool and restaurant) on the old BBC site, not to mention 

trendy bars and eateries rumoured to be showing interest in the redevelopment of  Shepherd’s Bush Market, 
the renaissance of  Shepherd’s Bush is gathering pace. 

RFR EATS OUT

In June we celebrated the seismic shift in the gastronomic fortunes of our beloved  
Chelsea!  In this edition we give somewhat unexpected culinary praise to Shepherd’s 

Bush and its newest pop-up recruits



1. What is the greatest inspiration for your work?
Nature and architecture; I am drawn to patterns, 
shapes and silhouettes.  Everything I design has a 
strong 2D graphic element. 

2. As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up?
An actor.

3. What is the best piece of  advice anyone has ever 
given you?
Be the first to say hello.

4. If  you had a free day in London, how would you 
spend it?
Breakfast on Portobello / Golborne Road.  A walk 
along the canal to Regents Park, or along the river 
to the Tate.  Tea at “Brill” on Exmouth Market.   
Dinner with friends in the evening at the Chelsea 
Arts Club, or a film at the Curzon Mayfair.

5. Where is your favourite place to go for dinner in 
London and why?
If  it isn’t something local like Malabar in Notting 
Hill, I love to go to Sketch in Conduit Street.  Great 
food and amazing “maximalist” décor.

6. Which is your favourite shop in London and what 
do you like to buy there?
Themes and Variations on Westbourne Grove.   
Paul Smith on Floral Street.

7. Where is your favourite place to go on holiday 
and why?
North Devon – for the prehistoric landscape and 
cliff  top walks – amazing in Summer, even better in 
the Winter.

8. What is your favourite film of  all time and why 
do you like it so much?
“Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” – the  
greatest buddy movie:  funny, exciting and moving, 
with that unforgettable still at the end. 

9. What is a skill that you would like to learn  
and why?
Screenprinting is next on my list - it 
appeals to my interest in 2D graphics. 

10. If  you were the Mayor of  London, 
what is the first thing you would 
change?
Parking regulations.  I would  
introduce ‘Cappuccino Lines’:   
brown lines, instead of  yellow -  
places to stop your car for 5  
minutes to buy a coffee. 

11. If  you could only keep 3  
possessions, what would they be?
My guitar, my sketchpad, my iPhone.

12. What is your best childhood memory?
Buying (and making) “Airfix” models from the toy 
shop in Faringdon, Oxfordshire. 

13. What do you feel most proud of?
My business, which has grown from one idea to 
make a coffee table, and the team at Tom Faulkner, 
who all believe in what we are doing. 

14. If  money was no object, what would you do?
Build a house.

15. If  you could witness any event (past, present or 
future), what would it be?
The Great Exhibition of  1851.

For further information on Tom Faulkner please 
visit: www.tomfaulkner.co.uk

R F R  I N  C O N V E R S AT I O N  W I T H  A W A R D  
W I N N I N G  F U R N I T U R E  D E S I G N E R :  

T O M  FA U L K N E R 
RFR caught up with design icon Tom Faulkner about what he would do if he were 

Mayor of London and he reflects on what makes him tick

RFR’s bespoke Havana chairs  
designed by Tom



GIVING BACK

Over the last 9 months, the very talented Olivia  
Percival (Sophie’s sister) has been working with 
us on strategy and communications.  During this 
time she has been volunteering each Thursday at 
Maggie’s West London (located at Charing Cross 
Hospital).  Although Olivia recently moved on to 
pastures new, helping set up the amazing 42 Acres 
retreat in Somerset www.42acres.com, her passion 
for Maggie’s has inspired us all to make this our 

charity of  the year.  

Maggie’s Centres provide practical, emotional and 
social support for people with cancer, and their 
family and friends, following the ideas about  
cancer care originally laid out by Maggie Keswick 
Jencks.

Maggie lived with terminal cancer for two years 
and, in the time leading up to her death in 1995, 
used her knowledge and experience to create a 
blueprint for a pioneering approach to cancer care.  
She was determined that people should not ‘lose 
the joy of  living in the fear of  dying’ and in order 
to live more positively with cancer believed people 
need information that will allow them to be an 
informed participant in their medical treatment, 
stress-reducing strategies, psychological support 
and the opportunity to meet other people in similar  
circumstances in a relaxed domestic atmosphere.  

R F R  M A K E S  M A G G I E ’ S  I T S  C H A R I T Y 
  

As our firm grows, we are committed to supporting the communities in which we live 
and work. This year, RFR has nominated Maggie’s as its charity of the year

Maggie used her knowledge and 
experience to create a blueprint  
for a pioneering approach to  
cancer care.

In November 1996, the first Maggie’s Centre 
opened in Edinburgh and what Maggie had planned 
became real.  Maggie’s continues to grow and today 
provides an evidence-based programme of  support 
from 18 Centres in the UK, online and abroad.

We love the fact that Maggie’s uses property and 
design to provide centres that are calm,  
uplifting places.  Each centre is designed to feel 
more like a home than a hospital – there are no 
reception desks, no signs on the wall and no name 
badges; instead each centre has a big kitchen table 
at its heart.  Maggie’s is proudly supported by some 
of  the world’s leading architects including Zaha 
Hadid, Richard Rogers and Norman Foster. 

THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR WALKIN’

On 18 September, some of  the RFR team will take 
part in a 15 mile cultural night-walk (passing the 
Foreign Office and Maggie’s West London Centre) 
to raise money for people affected by cancer.  The 
walk will also pass by our offices on Royal Hospital 
Road.   



With a degree in Spanish and Italian from Exeter University (which included 
a year abroad studying History of  Art at Venice University), Amanda followed 
her passion for all things Italian and started her career in the Italian division of  
a property company based in London.  After 3 years Amanda changed tack and 
moved to a luxury travel PR agency, where she directed the accounts of  some of  
the most prestigious names in luxury travel, food and lifestyle.  She was highly 
valued by journalists and celebrity writers alike for her attention to detail in  
organising media meet and greets, press trips and events around the world.

Happily for RFR Amanda has put aside her air-miles card and returned to the 
world of  property where she is working on our communications and external 
relations whilst bringing a little bit of  Latin into the office!

After earning a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Communications from the 
University of  Amsterdam and working for the publisher of  Dutch Elle and Elle 
Decoration magazines, Sacha was drawn across the Channel to study interior 
design at KLC School of  Design in London.  Having graduated from KLC in 2011, 
Sacha has focused on high-end residential interior design, previously working for 
internationally renowned interior design companies Todhunter Earl and  
Lawson Robb.
 
Our most recent recruit to the RFR Design team, Sacha manages multiple  
projects, both creatively and technically, from concept to completion.  She creates 
eclectic and playful interiors with traditional and elegant foundations whilst 
keeping a close eye on timing and budget. 

A M A N DA  C A M P B E L L ,  A S S O C I AT E  |  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

S A C H A  R I E T B E R G E N ,  A S S O C I AT E  D I R E C T O R  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Click here to view the team

NEW JOINERS AT RFR 

We are delighted to welcome two new members to the RFR team:  
Amanda Campbell and Sacha Rietbergen 

http://www.rfrproperty.com/team/


We are delighted to say that Sophie Rogerson, Co-Founder and 
driving force behind RFR, has been recognised as one of   
eprivateclient’s 2015 Top 35 under 35s. 

This is an initiative designed to identify, recognise, promote 
and introduce the rising stars of  the Private Client advisory 
professions including lawyers, accountants, trustees and  
residential property buyers.  The 2015 list includes individuals 
from London’s leading professional firms including: Deloitte, 
EY, KPMG, Farrer & Co, Withers, Charles Russell Speechleys, 
Maurice Turnor Gardner and Smith & Williamson. Notably, 
RFR was the only property advisory firm to be recognised.

S O P H I E  R O G E R S O N  
T O P  3 5  U N D E R  3 5 ’s  2 0 1 5

  

The process began with an open call for nominations 
from the UK and UK offshore (Jersey, Guernsey and 
Isle of  Man) for young and upcoming stars within 
the private client advisory professions, be they 
lawyers, accountants, trustees or any other  
professional intermediary. 

As with previous years, both the quality and  
quantity of  nominations were high. Once the  
nominations period had closed, each nominee was 
judged on the strength of  their nomination(s).  
Factors considered include who made the  
nomination, an individual’s achievements and 
number of  nominations.

Once again a large number of  new names appear as 
well as some previous Top 35 Under 35s who have 
justified a return to the list.

A champagne reception will be held 
for the successful candidates who are 
named on the list in London on  
Monday 5 October 2015.

We are very grateful to all of  those who 
nominated Sophie. 

RFR, 2 PHYSIC PLACE, ROYAL HOSPITAL ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON, SW3 4HQ 
T: +44 (0)20 7349 1770  E: team@rfrproperty.com  W: rfrproperty.com

T H E  P R O P E R T Y  P R I V A T E  O F F I C E

www.rfrproperty.com



