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Knowing the right letting agent can, more 
than ever, ruse a transition into a rental 
home that's as good as the one they own 

by getting the layout right and understanding exactly 
who the property is intended for. For example, if you are 
looking to sell to downsizers you will want a large master 
bedroom suite but not necessarily large secondary 
bedrooms." Taylor Howes has recently completed three 
show apartments in one of the capital's defining Regency 
monuments, The Park Crescent (from £3.95m through 
Knight Frank and Aston Chase, pictured on previous 
page), a Grade I-listed semicircle of white stucco that 
fans out from the top of Portland Place. Here, many of 
the buyers are assumed to be moving from larger homes 
to something more manageable. 

"The Park Crescent is one of only two remaining 
crescents in London designed by John Nash, the 
architect responsible for Regent Street, Buckingham 
Palace and the Brighton Pavilion;' says Chris Lanitis of 
Amazon Property, developers of the project. "The flats 
here have high ceilings, huge windows, and access to 
private gardens leading straight into Regent's Park. To 
maximise their appeal, we decided to use a number of 
leading interior designers, like Howes, offering buyers 
the option to include the furnishings or not:· 

At the pinnacle of the market, as well as an impressive 
name, purchasers expect out-of-the-ordinary detail, and 
design consultancy Morpheus specialises in providing 
that envy-inducing something you won't find anywhere 
else. "A project needs to capture the imagination;· says 
head of design Alex Isaac. "Nothing can be off-the-peg; 
everything must be artisanal:' At Kensington's Ashberg 
House (price on request through Savills, pictured on 
opening page), for example, they have furnished the 
swimming pool with a black polished-plaster ceiling 
inspired by the Richard Wilson installation 20:50. 

A further consequence of the new conditions of the 
London property market is that, once safely through the 
front door, central London residents are often reluctant to 
move on, and Sophie and Richard Rogerson recommend 
their clients think long-term, considering the school run 
or the potential to give teenagers some independence 
within the home, even when viewing with a babe in arms. 

Boutique developers are particularly tuned to 
individual needs and changing demographic imperatives. 
In Holland Park, for example, Echlin has created Kenure 
House (£8.95m through Echlin and Knight Frank, 
pictured above right), uniting a Victorian townhouse with 
two mews houses to provide ultra-flexible layouts where 
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a nursery can be reconfigured into a dressing room or a 
quiet workspace into the coolest adolescent pad. In north 
London's mansion-lined The Bishops Avenue, another 
bespoke firm, Harrison Varma, has created Buxmead 
(pictured top, from £6.9m through Glentree and 
Savills), expansive penthouses, duplexes and apartments 
tailormade for those whose idea of downsizing is 
relative. "Our buyers will often have raised their families 
in Hampstead or Highgate and want to stay nearby. 
They no longer need seven or eight bedrooms, but they 
still want a similar scale and sense of luxury," says 
managing director Anil Varma. 

The increased cost of purchasing has also had its 
impact on the rental market, where those moving to 
London for work are now generally taking ''buy home" 
off their to-do list. Knowing the right letting agent can, 
more than ever, ease a transition into a rental home 
that's as good (if not better) than the one they own. 

"At the moment, vendors at the top end of the 
market are often letting their homes while waiting to 
sen;· says Mark Tunstall, of Tunstall Property 
London (who are letting a four-bedroom apartment in 
One Hyde Park for £22,500 a week). "These properties 
are done to a very high spec because they've been 
designed for the owners' own use, but about 60 per 
cent will never appear on the open market." 

Once acquired, keeping an asset in the best possible 
order not only helps you live more enjoyably but sell or 
rent more easily, and private concierge services, such as 
Chelsea-based White Circle Collection, will find 
someone who can help you do so on an hourly basis, 

 

Left: the concierge entrance 
to BUxmead on The Bishops 
Avenue, Hampstead, 
apartments from £6.9m 
through Glentree and 5avills. 
Below: the dining room in 

Kenure House, Holland Park, 
£8.95m through Echlin and 
Knight Frank 

whether that's fixing the boiler or painting the 
windows. They'll also ensure the job is done properly. 
"Today, protecting your investment is everything," says 
owner Charles Curran. A sentiment certainly being 
echoed by buyers all over the capital.+ 
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